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PSYCHOLOGY 244: DEVELOPMENTAL PSYCHOLOGY 
INFANCY THROUGH CHILDHOOD 

2nd SESSION- SUMMER 2009 
♦♦♦♦ 

 
MTW: 3:00 PM -4:50 PM 

120 Psychology 
Michigan State University 

  
Instructor: Meeta Banerjee, M.S.W. 
Office: 65, Psychology Building 
Phone #: (734) 904-0419 [Between the hours of 9 am to 5 pm] 
Email: banerje4@msu.edu (preferred method of contact) 
Office Hours: W - 1:00- 2:00 pm or by Appointment 
 
 

COURSE DESIGN 
Psychology 244 consists of three one-hour fifty minute sessions a week (M,T, W).  

 
PREREQUISITE: 
Psychology 101 (Introduction to Psychology).  

- This prerequisite is helpful in understanding the basic terms and concepts to be able to apply 
them to the concepts and terms you will learn in this course.  

- Also, by taking 101, you should have a brief familiarity with some of the psychologists and 
their theories that we will be covering in depth in this course.  

 

REQUIRED TEXT 
DeHart, Sroufe & Cooper (2004). Child Development: Its Nature & Course (5th Ed).  
New York: McGraw-Hill.  
 
This book was chosen because of its cultural emphasis on development. In comparison to other 
books, it does not just look at development from a traditional standpoint, but also takes into 
consideration the role of culture and ethnicity on children’s development. Culture is important in the 
lives of children, because different cultures have different perspectives in child rearing from birth to 
childhood. Therefore, there isn’t just one “right” way to raise a child and it is important to learn 
about the different perspectives.   
 
Please make sure you read the added sections in the chapters about the different families and cultural 
experiences the authors discuss. These examples will make very clear how culture and development 

interact. Compare them to your experience. Also they may be on your exams.   

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
I will introduce you to the different aspects of development (i.e., physical, socio-emotional, cognitive) 
in children from infancy through middle childhood. In addition, we will be looking at child 
development and how it is influenced by different contextual factors. We will be observing children’s 
development within a variety of contexts such as the socio-cultural context, the community, schools 
as well as families.   
 
The concepts and terms you learn in this class can be applied to your every day life instances. You 
will be able to use what you learn in this class when observing behavior in infants and children, 
whether they be your own or someone elses. You will be able to use what you learn when watching 
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popular media such as TV shows, movies or even understanding the news. Also, the information you 
learn in this class will be useful for future psychology courses as well as other social sciences courses 
such as those in Human Ecology.   
 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 
By the end of this course, you will be able to: 

1. Write a paper to demonstrate application of different developmental theories and concepts 
to real life situations based on the specific requirements and provided checklist. 

2. Given a developmental theory, write a real-life example that demonstrates the theory.  
3. Given a developmental concept, write an example that demonstrates the concept.  
4. Given a case example, choose the best explanation of which developmental theory it 

demonstrates.  
5. Given factual questions about developmental concepts as well as the context, such as the 

role of culture on development, choose the most accurate answer.   
6. Given an example/scenario in class, be able to apply your own personal experiences as what 

you’ve learned in lectures, discussions or readings.   
 

ASSIGNMENTS: 
* Note*Assignments will not be accepted if they are handed in late.  
 
Exams- 50% of your total grade  
There will be two exams in this class. Exam 1 will be held on July 29th, 2009 and Exam 2 will be 
held on the last day of class which is August 19th, 2009.  You will be provided a review sheet a week 
before the exam. You will be able to ask questions and be provided a short review the day prior to 
the exam.  

A) Each exam will be non-cumulative and will cover only the material since the last exam. 
B) The first exam will be 40 multiple choice questions worth 2 points each and a set of short 

answer questions worth 20 points. The final exam will be 30 multiple choice questions worth 
2 points each and a set of short answer questions worth 40 points.  (Refer to objectives 2 
through 5).  

C) The exams will cover material from the book, your lectures, any videos or activities that are 
done in class.  

D) If you miss an exam, you will receive a zero for the exam unless you have documentation for 
an illness or death in the family (i.e. signed doctor’s note, funeral brochure).  

 
IN-CLASS ASSIGNMENTS- 10% of your total grade 
There will be 12 in-class assignments during this course. This assignment refers to objective six in 
your list of objectives. These assignments will be related to the readings, lectures and discussions 
therefore they will cover a wide variety of topics.  
These daily in-class assignments are designed to help you apply concepts and to aid your integration 
of the course material. To me, it is important that you understand how to apply what you learn in this 
course to every day life situations, which is what many of these assignments will be asking you to do.  
 
These assignments will not be announced before hand and can take place at any point during lecture. 
The assignments cannot be made up or retaken. You are allowed to miss two of the in-class 
assignments because only ten of the twelve will be counted. Each in-class assignment will be worth 
four points for a total of 40 points. Even though, this is only 10% of your grade, please know that 
ten percent can make the difference from a 3.5 to a 4.0.  
 
 
MOVIE CRITICAL ANALYSIS TERM PAPER: 40% of your total grade 
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For this assignment, you will be asked to pick a movie that is related to the issues of development 
and developmental psychology. A list of recommended movies is given in this syllabus to help you 
get started. I will provide you an example of what the paper should look like before your first draft is 
due. This assignment refers to objective number one on the list of objectives for this course.  

DO NOT just give me a summary of the movie! This paper should also incorporate course material 
(textbook, lectures, and/or discussion) as well as your own opinions and experiences. I would be 
happy to meet with you to discuss your ideas. You do not need to use any outside articles for this 
assignment. Additional information plus a checklist for your paper is provided below.    

The final paper should be 5-7 pages in length, double-spaced, 12-font and in APA format.  

MOVIE/BOOK ANALYSIS PAPER 
 

The paper will be broken down into three parts and each piece has a set of points assigned to it. The 
following table provides the breakdowns of the paper as well as due dates per each piece.  The 
checklist that is provided, is how I will be grading the papers. Notice that for the final draft more 
weight is given for the applied concepts as well as there will be points given for incorporating the 
feedback I have given you from the first draft.  The checklist also provides the structure in which the 
first draft of the paper should be written from beginning to end. A second checklist for the final 
paper will be provided closer to the final paper.  
 

Writing Assignment Number of Points Due Date 

Part I. Email of Movie 
Choice 

5 pts. 7/13/09 

Part II. Draft One 
 (can be 3-5 pages) 

59 pts. 7/27/09 

Introduction: 
Synopsis of Movie 

  

Summarizes movie in (your) 
own words?  

Focuses on and describes the 
child whose development will 

be studied. 

/8 pts  

Middle Piece of Paper: 
Applied Concepts & Theories 

  

Explains What developmental 
theories can be applied to this 

movie and the child. 

/10 pts  

Presents An example from the 
movie of the developmental 

theory that fits the explanation 
given 

/8 pts  

Explains what other influences 
such as peers or family 

members in the film have 
affected the child’s 

development. 

/9 pts  
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How does context- either 
culture, socioeconomic status, 
neighborhoods play a role in 

the child’s life?  
Connects the culture described 
in the literature with the child’s 
influences in the movie. 
 

/8 pts  

Conclusion 
 

  

Summarize the movie and the 
concepts used in a brief final 

concluding paragraph 

/6 pts  

General Writing Quality /10 pts  

Part III. Final Draft 
Checklist will be provided later 

in the semester 
(Must be 5-7 pages) 

96 pts. 8/17/09 

Total # of Points 160 pts.   

  
Recommended Movies: 
Parenthood 
Billy Elliot 
Look Who’s Talking : One or Two 
Nanny McPhee 
Matilda 
Under the Same Moon 
Martian Child 
Son of Rambow 
To Kill a Mockingbird 
Little Giants 
Lemony Snicket’s A Series of Unfortunate Events 
Big Daddy 
The Game Plan 
South Central 
Three Men & A Baby 
Water 

 
COURSE EVALUATION/GRADING 

 

Learning Activities & Assignments  Possible Points Percent of Total 

In-Class Assignments (10) 4 pts. each (40 pts) 10% 

Exam 1 100 pts. 25% 

Exam 2 100 pts. 25% 

Critical Analysis Paper 160 pts.  40% 

 400 pts. 100% 

 



PSY 244  5 

The final grades will be based on a percentage of total points earned:  
 

90% of 400 points  360 points and above  = 4.0 

85% of 400 points  340 points to 359 points  = 3.5 

80% of 400 points  320 points to 349 points  = 3.0 

75% of 400 points  300 points to 319 points  = 2.5 

70% of 400 points  280 points to 299 points  = 2.0 

65% of 400 points  260 points to 279 points  = 1.5 

60% of 400 points  240 points to 259 points  = 1.0 

less than 60% of 400 points  less than 240 points  = 0.0 

 
COURSE POLICIES 

Attendance & Participation. I want to engage you in an active learning process. To this end, I 
would like you to participate. We will spend a considerable amount of in-class time on group 
discussion, in-class assignments, and content integration. 
 
 I expect you to attend class, to come prepared (e.g., to have reflected on the previous class 
session(s), completed the readings for each session, etc), and to actively participate in class 
discussions (e.g., respond to questions I or your classmates pose, ask questions, listen attentively, and 
respond thoughtfully to others’ statements).  
 
I will call for a variety of graded in-class activities will occur throughout the semester and I will not 
let you know in advance when the in-class assignments will take place. Absences will preclude you 
from earning these points.  

 
Punctuality. Punctuality is very important for you to be successful in this class. I expect you to be 
on time for class, to turn assignments in a timely manner, and to take exams when scheduled. You 
can expect me to end class on time, but please do not start packing up until the class is completely 
done. If one person packs up, it triggers others to do so, which makes the last few minutes less than 
pleasant for everyone. If you know that you need to leave early, please let me know and then sit as 
close to the door as possible to minimize disruptions.   
 
Email communication: As stated above, email is the best method of contact because I will respond 
within 24 hours to most emails, except on weekends. Please also realize that when we are not 
communicating face to face, that at times, the tone of email can be misconstrued from its actual 
meaning, so please make sure you read through your emails before you send them out and make sure 
they are polite.   
 
Life Happens!  As we all know life isn’t always predictable, sometimes bad things happen to 
otherwise good people. You may become seriously ill, experience loss of a loved one or have another 
life altering event that is having a negative impact on your education, specifically your participation in 
this class. Please contact me as soon as possible to inform me, so that we can discuss your options 
and work together to resolve the situation. If you cannot attend a class session, please make sure to 
get the class notes and other information from your classroom colleagues.  
 
Respect. This has always been an important value for me. I will act respectfully to you. I think 
respect is something that requires reciprocation. This means that you should be paying attention in 
class. Please do not sleep or read the newspaper while lecture is ongoing, and do not engage in other 
disruptive behavior during lecture.  Also, please turn off your cell phones or put them on vibrate 
prior to entering the classroom. If it is necessary for you to answer your phone, please walk out of 
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the classroom to do so. Please remember that the questions or discussions that occur in class are 
beneficial to everyone and may be the ones you have, so it is important to pay attention. Also, please 
realize this also means respect your classmates. Therefore, at no time is it acceptable for another 
student to mimic, embarrass, intimidate or treated in any way that could harm student participation in 
later classes.   
 
The following communication guidelines will be used to facilitate our class interactions:  

(a) speak from your own experience 
(b) be aware of cultural differences and don’t make generalizations about a group of 

                  people.  
(c) be open and honest to the extent that you feel comfortable 
(d) be respectful 
(e) expect to learn something about yourself and others 
(f) engage each other by listening as well as speaking.  

 
Grading Grievances. If you believe there was an error in grading, you may submit your grievance to 
me in writing and supply evidence to support your claim. Your grievance must include 1) where/how 
you believe I erred and 2) evidence to support the answer you believe to be correct including the 
exact page numbers in the text. You must submit this grievance within one week of receiving the 
original grade. I will review your grievance and respond to you in writing.  
 

 
Tips on Being Successful in this Class 

 
Come to class every single day. Because the material builds, missing a class can and probably will 
confuse you later on down the road. There will be daily in-class assignments designed to help you 
apply concepts and to aid your integration of the course material.  

 
Do the reading assignments before class. Sometimes it will take several presentations of the 
material before it begins to sink in. My lectures will make a lot more sense if you have already 
reviewed the material because the readings go hand in hand with the lectures.  
 
Review your notes every day after class. The more times you expose yourself to new information, 
the more likely it is that you will successfully encode that information into your memory. This may 
seem like a lot of work, but if you go over everything while it is still fresh in your memory, ultimately 
this will increase the likelihood that you will be successful in this course. Also, by reviewing your 
notes right away, you can identify any points that you feel may need clarification. If you find that you 
have follow up questions, write them down and ask them at the beginning of the next class or email 
them to me.  
 
Ask if you have questions Your questions are always welcome in class. If you're confused, chances 
are other people are too. Questions are a good way for everyone to learn, and there is no such thing 
as a “bad question”.  If you feel uncomfortable asking questions in class, please come see me during 
office hours or feel free to email me the question.  
 
Come see me if you are falling behind. The time to be concerned about your grade is in the first 
six weeks, not in the last week. Come and see me if you are concerned that you are falling behind. 
We can work together to facilitate your success in the course. 
 

               OTHER IMPORTANT REMINDERS 
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Academic Honesty. Article 2.3.3 of the Academic Freedom Report states that "The student shares with the 
faculty the responsibility for maintaining the integrity of scholarship, grades, and professional standards." In 
addition, the Department of Psychology adheres to the policies on academic honesty as specified in General 
Student Regulations 1.0, Protection of Scholarship and Grades; the all-University Policy on Integrity of Scholarship and 
Grades; and Ordinance 17.00, Examinations. (See Spartan Life: Student Handbook and Resource Guide 
(http://www.vps.msu.edu/SpLife/index.htm). Students who violate MSU rules may receive a penalty grade, 
including but not limited to a failing grade on the assignment or in the course.  

 
Examples of cheating in this course include: 

 Claiming or submitting academic work of another’s as one’s own 

 Obtaining, providing, accepting, or using any materials containing questions or answers to any 
exam or assignment without instructor authorization 

 Completing or attempting to complete any assignment or exam for another individual without 
instructor authorization 

 Allowing any examination or assignment to be completed for oneself, in part or in total, by 
another without instructor authorization 

 Helping another student to commit cheating by intentionally failing to report an observed 
instance of academic dishonesty 

 Dodging your group responsibilities or taking unreasonable advantage of others’ hard work 

 Plagiarizing work by: 1) failing to enclose a direct quotation from a reference source within 
quotation marks and/or 2) paraphrasing the words or ideas of another person without proper 
citation or documentation.  

 
Accommodations for Disabilities. Students with disabilities should contact the Resource Center for Persons 
with Disabilities (RCPD) located in 120 Bessey Hall to establish reasonable accommodations . For an 
appointment with a counselor, call 353-9642 (voice) or 355-1293 (TTY). 
 
Drop/Add Dates for Courses.  Summer students who enroll on the first day of a class will be assessed a $50 
late enrollment fee. (Enrollment after the middle of the course term of instruction will result in a late 
enrollment fee of $100.).  Last day to drop this course with a refund is 7/16/2009.  
 
Observance of a Major Religious Holiday. You may make up course work missed to observe a major 
religious holiday only if you make arrangements in advance with the instructor.  
 
Counseling Services. As an enrolled student at MSU you have access to free professional counseling services. 
It is understandable that sometimes the “college experience” can be overwhelming, scary and stressful.  To 
make an appointment call at 355-8270 (TTY users call 353-7278) between the 8:30 AM and 5:00 PM Monday 
through Friday. Offices are in Room 207 in the Student Services Building. You may learn more about their 
services at www.couns.msu.edu. 
 
Learning Resource Center. The Learning Resources Center (LRC) is a self-paced individualized learning 
center that assists MSU students who want to improve their academic performance. Its goal is to help students 
develop the strategies and techniques necessary to become successful students. See their website for more 
information: www.msu.edu/user/lrc or call 355-2363. 
Study Tip Websites. In addition to the Learning Resource Center, there are several websites that provide 
useful study tips: www.uic.edu/depts/counselctr/ace/practic1.htm;  

www.studygs.net; 
 www.ucc.vt.edu/stdysk/stdyhlp.html 

 
Writing Center. The Writing Center assists students in-person and online with brainstorming, drafting, 
revising, and editing writing for courses across the disciplines. Consulting sessions are available on a walk-in, 
first-come, first-served basis. PHONE/ON-LINE ASSISTANCE: The Writing Center also provides a 
grammar hotline at (517) 432-3610 during normal WC hours or via the internet at 
http://writing.msu.edu/resources/index.php. 

 
 

http://www.vps.msu.edu/SpLife/index.htm
http://www.msu.edu/user/lrc
http://www.uic.edu/depts/counselctr/ace/practic1.htm
http://www.studygs.net/
http://www.ucc.vt.edu/stdysk/stdyhlp.html
http://writing.msu.edu/resources/index.php
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COURSE SCHEDULE 7/6/09-8/20/09 

Week Date Topic Discussion Readings 

1 7/6 Course Introduction & Syllabus    

1 7/7 Developmental Psychology & Theories   Chapter 1 
(pgs 1 - 36) 

1 7/8  Theories (cont.) & Research Methodology  Chapter 1 
 

    

2 7/13 Context in a Child’s World   
Movie Choice Emails Due 

Chapter 2 
(pgs 51-75) 

 

2 7/14 Nature vs. Nurture 
MOVIE: As Nature Made Him  

 

2 7/15 Genes & Prenatal Development Chapter 3 
(pgs 80-113) 

 

    

3 7/20 First Adaptations  Chapter 4 
(pgs 124-155) 

 

3 7/21 Infant Cognitive Development  
 

Chapter 5 
(pgs 161- 186) 

 
 

3 7/22 Emotion Regulation, Attachment & Temperament  
 

Chapter 6 
(pgs 202-220) 

 

    

4 7/27 Language Acquisition   
First Drafts of Paper due 

Chapter 7 
(pgs 236-259) 

 

4 7/28 Socialization  
 

Chapter 8 
(pgs 269-289) 

 

4 7/29 EXAM 1  

    

5 8/3 Toddler Cognitive Development:  
Reasoning, Attention & Cognition  

Chapter 9 
(pgs 306-330) 

 

5 8/4 Schools:  Culture & Achievement  Chapter 11 
(pgs 380-398) 

 

5 8/5 Learning, Media & Culture  
FILM: The World According to Sesame Street  

Chapter 11 
(pgs 398- 407) 
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6 8/10 Self, Peers  Chapter 10 
(pgs 337-362) 

 

6 8/11 Gender  Chapter 12 
(pgs 412-426) 

6 8/12 Contexts Outside of the Self  
 

Chapter 12 
(pgs 426-439) 

    

7 8/17 Developmental Psychopathology:   
Disorders & Treatment 

Final Paper Due 

Chapter 15 
(pg 526- 547) 

 

7 8/18 MOVIE 
Mad Hot Ballroom 

 

7 8/19 EXAM 2  


